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WHAT IS THE INTERNATIONAL CHILDREN'S FESTIVAL?PRIVATE 

The Arts Council of Fairfax County’s annual International Children’s Festival is one of the premiere international arts education experiences held in the United States. Since 1971, the Festival has brought hundreds of thousands of area children and their families to Wolf Trap National Park for the Performing Arts to experience new cultures and learn about the significance of the arts in our lives, our community, and throughout the world.  
Initially called the “International Children's Day”, the Festival was conceived by Wolf Trap founder Mrs. Catherine Filene Shouse and members of the Arts Council of Fairfax County during the opening year of Wolf Trap - America’s only national park dedicated to the performing arts. The purpose was to provide a basic cultural exchange in which children learn customs, dress and the art of other cultures.  The first "International Children's Day" was attended by approximately 7,000 visitors.  Today, the Festival is a two-day weekend event attracting more than 10,000 visitors, providing cultural, social and educational experiences for both the international and local performers, as well as the metropolitan Washington students, families and friends who come to the events.

The Festival focuses on all areas of the world and features an array of dazzling and culturally diverse performances by young performers from the featured countries.  Singers, dancers, storytellers, mimes, jugglers and puppeteers, along with painters, print-makers and weavers share their talents on the stages, in the tents and on the grounds of Wolf Trap to dramatize the concept that people of all nations can share their cultural traditions and diverse heritage through the international language of the arts.

	PRIVATE 
The International Children's Festival is produced by the Arts Council of Fairfax County, Inc. in cooperation with Wolf Trap Foundation for the Performing Arts and the National Park Service.  Proceeds from the Festival support the educational programs and services of the Arts Council.


                                                                           FESTIVAL STRUCTURE
The International Children's Festival is comprised of two performance components: assembly programs for local schools on weekdays and the two-day public Festival on the weekend. 
                                                                                                              School Program
The purpose of the educational programming is to provide cultural, social and off-stage educational experiences for both the international participants and American students.  International performers visit local schools to perform for the students, meet with the students, and have a chance to tour a typical American school.
                                                                                                               Public Festival
The Public Festival is presented on Saturday and Sunday with performances by all international groups plus special guest artists at different stages throughout Wolf Trap.  There are multiple stage areas, special activity tents, and a workshops area where young visitors can learn to make traditional crafts.  
PRIVATE 
                                                                    TYPES OF PERFORMANCEStc  \l 1 "                                                                            TYPES OF PERFORMANCES"
All performances should be made up of happy, fast moving material for an outdoor Festival.  The age range of the children at the public Festival is 2-12 years old.  The age range of area students involved in the school assembly programs is 5-11 years old.

                                                                                                               Public Festival
Performances should be introduced by a member of the group or words given to the Master of Ceremonies to speak on the group's behalf.  The groups will have the opportunity to interact with the audience as well as perform.  All performing groups will be scheduled at least two programs each day.   

                                                                                                              School Program
Groups will visit one or more schools in the metropolitan Washington area on the days before the public Festival and can present at each school a 30-minute performance/presentation including demonstrations and/or teaching.  This is a wonderful chance to interact with area American children in a classroom/school setting.

                                             GUIDELINES FOR PERFORMING GROUPS
The International Children's Festival is the only festival in the United States featuring the finest international youth performers from around the world.  

                                                                                                     Application Process 
Invitation to Apply: In addition to posting Festival information and the performer application on our website, the Festival contacts the embassies in Washington, D.C. as well as individuals and businesses with international ties in order to encourage the international community to send us an application and video of potential groups.  Application packets are then sent by the Festival to the suggested performing groups.

Applications and Videos: Applications are to be completed by the performing group and should accompany a minimum 15-minute video of their performances.  Upon receipt of written materials and the videotape, a decision on acceptance will be made by the Artistic Review Panel.

                                                                                                        Selection Process
Applications are reviewed continuously, for one, two or three years in advance of a Festival.  The Festival's Artistic Review Committee considers applications on an on-going basis, judging by the following broad criteria:

1) 
Professional quality of performance (review of video);

2) 
Appropriateness of the material for an outdoor Festival setting and merit of educational programming;

3) 
Completed application;

4) 
Any letters of recommendation from two other organizations that have presented the group within the last year; and

5) 
The overall balance of types of acts scheduled for the Festival to achieve program variety.

Notification of Selection: All applicants will be notified in writing by the Festival immediately upon decision of the Artistic Review Panel.

                                                                     Additional Qualifications and Information
Size of Group: The Festival will sponsor 20 participants (including adult leaders) per performing group.  In cases where groups exceed the allotted number of twenty, all expenses for the additional participants (hotel, meals, ground transportation) will be paid for by the group.  Any exceptions must be requested of the Festival in writing.
Age of Performers: The Festival prefers all international groups to be youth groups - preferred age range is between 6-16 years.  Younger performers are also welcomed.  


                     RESPONSIBILITIES OF INTERNATIONAL PARTICIPANTS
Transportation: Performing groups are responsible for the cost of airfare and any ground transportation to and from Washington, DC.  Groups should not purchase their airline tickets in advance of their final notification of selection to participate.
NOTE:  The Festival recommends that all participants bring extra money for miscellaneous expenses such as shopping, snack foods and souvenirs.

Additional Group Expenses & Responsibilities:
     •
In cases where performing groups exceed the allotted number of twenty, all expenses for the additional participates will be paid for by the group.  If the group chooses to sleep fewer than four to a room and needs more than five rooms, the group is responsible for payment of the extra room(s);

     •
Completing necessary paperwork for passports, visas and other travel papers required by United States Immigrations in a timely fashion allowing for on-schedule arrival for the Festival – the Festival will advise you in this area;

     •
Providing the Festival with complete and accurate information pertaining to the performing group's production needs well in advance to allow for necessary technical arrangements, stage scheduling and locating of supplies;

     •
Providing the Festival with photos of the group for publicity purposes;

     •
Groups provide all necessary costumes, make up, props and/or set pieces needed for their performances.

      RESPONSIBILITIES OF INTERNATIONAL CHILDREN'S FESTIVAL
Lodging and Meals: Provide international participants with hotel accommodations, meals and ground transportation during the approved dates of the Festival (five days and nights).   All participants are housed at the Festival hotel.

Ground Transportation: The Festival coordinates all ground transportation for artists upon their pre-approved arrival date at the Washington D.C. area airport.  This includes transportation to and from the Washington D.C. area airport, hotel, performance site (Wolf Trap), area schools and all special activities scheduled by the Festival.

Publicity: The Festival markets and advertises through print and electronic media, including information about each student performing group PROVIDED THAT the group has forwarded promotional materials, photos, etc. no less than 90 days in advance of the Festival for such purposes.

Technical: The Festival provides necessary stage crew and technical support at Wolf Trap, (such as sound systems, choral risers, chairs, music stands and other such equipment) PROVIDED THAT the group has made known their technical needs no less than 90 days in advance of the Festival.  

                                                                                   EXTENDED VISITS
Groups may schedule extended visits for extra sight-seeing purposes before and after their commitment to the Festival.  Special arrangements must be made in writing through the Festival no less than 90 days prior to the Festival to stay at the hotel/motel to accommodate this.  

All costs for rooms, meals, ground transportation and additional expenses are paid for by the performing group.  In addition all expenses and arrangements for buses and return to the airport will be paid for by the group.

                                                                             ACCOMMODATIONS
Location: All lodging arrangements are made by the Festival.  

Rates for Additional Performers, Chaperons Beyond the Allocated 20: There are special rates offered by the hotel for additional persons who wish to travel with the group but are not an official member of the participating group.  For information on these rates, please contact the Festival staff no less than 90 days prior to the Festival.

Information: Festival personnel will provide daily information to all participants regarding any schedule changes, notices and special events.

NOTE: The Festival pays for the room charges as well as breakfast, lunch and dinner for the five days and nights of the Festival.  Groups are responsible for any charges beyond the lodging costs provided by the Festival, such as extra meals, long-distance telephone calls, and extended stays at the hotel. 

	PRIVATE 
For additional information contact:
International Children's Festival 

4022 Hummer Road

Annandale, Virginia  22003, U.S.A.

Telephone: 703-642-0862 ext.3;  Facsimile: 703-642-1773; 

 Email: sfridy@artsfairfax.org
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